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The Commands of Our Lord

“Do Not be a Stumbling Block”

Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful. The author is solely responsible for the content of these letters and they do not represent any particular denomination.  
Matt 18:7 “Woe to the world because of its stumbling blocks! For it is inevitable that stumbling blocks come; but woe to that man through whom the stumbling block comes!”
The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines stumbling block as “1.) an obstacle to progress or 2.) an impediment to belief or understanding”.  Literally throwing a block in the path of someone walking toward a goal is equivalent to telling a new Christian something that the person has already found to be wrong.  A false teacher might tell a new Christian that he does not need to consider that Jesus is Lord of his life but rather that he can continue sinning.  If the new Christian accepts that lie then he would certainly stumble in his walk.  In such a case the indwelling Holy Spirit would lead the new Christian to understand that he is a new person and that the ways of the world are not his ways any longer.  But the Christian child might stumble by continuing to walk in sin due to the “advice” of the other person.  Jesus says that causing a new Christian to stumble is a very serious sin in itself.  
In the verses just before this Jesus is talking literally about children.  He then turns the conversation to apply to people of any physiological age.  He is saying that anyone who is truly converted must become like one of the little children meaning that the converted person realizes that all that he has done and all that he knows is of no use unless he is humbled before Jesus.  Conversion is a new birth requiring time and spiritual growth toward maturity.  In the few verses beyond this verse He says we should get rid of anything that causes us to stumble in our Christian walk.  He uses a hand, foot, or eye as examples of what should be caste away if it causes us to sin. He does not mean literally that we must cut off our hand, foot, or pluck out our eye.  He is using these examples to clearly state the seriousness of sin in the life of a converted person.  Similarly in verse seven He is not only applying His command to children but to a newly converted person of any age.  
Jesus says that stumbling blocks will come into our lives and a Christian can use them to grow and gain strength.  However such stumbling blocks can also cause harm to the new Christian.  When Jesus uses the word “woe” it is a very strong word referring to the judgment to come after death.  Causing a new Christian to stumble in his newfound walk is a very serious sin.  One way that a person can put a stumbling block before another Christian is in his understanding of personal liberty:

1Cor 8:9 “But take care lest this liberty of yours somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.”
In the Corinthian church some members had misunderstood the liberty of a Christian.  They had thought that since Jesus paid the price for their salvation then they could sin even more and bring about even more grace for those sins!  What a terrible twist on the Christian life these people had developed.  As a Christian we are to use our knowledge of sin to help mold ourselves into a life free of that sin and not immersed in it.  Sometimes the new Christian might not understand some real liberty of the Christian. 
A positive example of a stumbling block is given by Paul:

1Cor 1:23 “but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness,”

The person walking in the Jewish faith believed that Jesus was a criminal and certainly not the Messiah so Paul and others preaching that He was the Messiah and that His crucifixion and resurrection were proof certainly caused the Jews to stumble in the progression of their belief system.  The Gentiles had no Messiah so the preaching of Paul was not a stumbling block but foolishness.  
The church at Pergamun was under condemnation by Jesus:

Rev 2:14 “But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality.”

This church had people there doing similar actions as the Corinthian church in that they were teaching that they could do sinful acts without any condemnation.  
Rom 14:13 “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this-- not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way.”

God has always condemned people putting stumbling blocks before His people.  We can put stumbling blocks before ourselves and God equally condemns that action.

Ezek 18:30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct," declares the Lord God. "Repent and turn away from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you.”

We also have stumbling blocks in our lives when we allow the sin of the world into our houses such as suggestive movies, magazines and some daily talk shows.  So take time this week to examine your own life and do whatever is necessary to remove those hindrances.  Also consider ways that you might have caused another Christian to stumble and then take time to strengthen their Christian walk.  

























